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AGENDA ITEM NO 11 
 

BRISTOL CITY COUNCIL 
 

NEIGHBOURHOODS SCRUTINY COMMISSION 
 

8TH DECEMBER 2014 

 
Report of: Tracey Morgan, Service Director, Environment & Leisure 
 
Title: Update on Sports Development Review 
 
Ward: Citywide 
 
Officer Presenting Report: Clare Blake,  
 Team Manager, Sport, Play & Funding 
Contact Telephone Number: 0117 9222836 
  

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
None – report for information. 
 
Summary 
 
A short report updating the Commission on the Sports Development Review 
and outlining the work programme for the team in the new structure. 
 
 
 
Background 

1. As part of the City Council’s recent reorganisation, the former Sport and 
Health Development Team was restructured into two teams in June 
2014.  As part of the Mayoral budget plan, £100k savings were made 
and the team numbers were reduced from 14 to 11.   For 2014/15 
budget savings of £200k are planned. We don’t expect this to have a 
direct impact on service delivery. 
 

2. Two new teams were created,   

a. Strategy, Commissioning & Contracts team, which focus on the 
leisure management contracts side of Sport, includes all leisure 
centres, PFI sites and strategic development, e.g. Playing Pitch 
Strategy.   
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b. Sport, Play and Funding Team comprises 4 full-time and 3 part-
time officers.  Their work previously focussed on community 
sports development work and physical activity related health 
initiatives.  This team is now channelling its resources on 
supporting those communities, where there is clear evidence of a 
health need, limited access to sporting activities and where 
participation levels in physical activity are low.   
 

Current Work Programme 

3. In July this year, the team were successful in their bid to Sport England 
for £165k – this will fund a two year project, entitled Community Sport 
Activation Funds (CSAF).   This programme is focussed within 3 
neighbourhood partnership wards (Avonmouth/Kingsweston, Ashley, 
Easton & Lawrence Hill and Dundry View) and primarily aimed at the 
14-25 year age group. These wards were selected on the basis of 
various data sets, collected as part of the Bristol Sport4Life strategy 
research. The wards are also recognised as areas of health inequality, 
have low sports participation rates, according to the QoL index, have 
poor quality or lack of sport provision through facilities or formal 
opportunities.  The funding is a major boost to these areas and allows 
the team to facilitate the delivery of a wide range of traditional and non-
traditional activities, in collaboration with National Governing Bodies, 
such as the Lawn Tennis Association, England Netball and England 
Handball.    

4. The team are also working closely with our StreetGames partners to 
deliver externally funded Doorstep Sports Clubs in Southmead, Rose 
Green, St. Pauls and Dame Emily Park.  In a similar way to the CSAF 
projects, the team are working closely with community workers, 
Neighbourhood Partnership officers and local clubs, to deliver a range 
of activities, primarily aimed at 14-25 year olds. Officers are liaising with 
partners and young people to establish what activities they are keen to 
participate in and the team facilitate the delivery of free taster sessions, 
with the aim of encouraging young people to take a more sustained 
approach to physical activity. 
 

5. The combination of CSAF and Doorstep Sports Club sessions, means 
that there are activities going on across a large section of the city.  In 
addition to this, our citywide SportsJam activities are very popular and 
run alongside other high profile events, such as the Balloon Fiesta and 
Make Sundays Special.  The aim of these events is to get young people 
to take part in our series of community activity sessions and eventually 
get them onto one of our Introduction to Coaching training courses.  
Once they complete the course, we encourage them to volunteer in our 
other sessions, thus giving back to the community. 
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6. In 2013, we held 14 SportsJam sessions, with 1225 participants of all 
ages.  From these events, we also encouraged 115 young people to 
participate in one of our Doorstep Sports Club sessions, 41 of them 
completed our Introduction to Coaching course and they gave back 460 
hours of volunteer time to a range of community activities we delivered 
across the city.  For example, as part of the recent successful Ping! 
initiative, a number of young people who had been through our 
coaching programme, volunteered at major Ping! events across the city 
e.g. Harbour Festival. 
 
Future Initiatives 

 
7. There is a push nationally to get women and young girls active and as 

part of this Sport England have launched their “This Girl Can” 
campaign, which is aimed at encouraging girls/young women to discuss 
through a range of social media, what they perceive the barriers are to 
them being active.   With this in mind and as part of our CSAF 
programme, we are running a number of free mother/daughter Zumba 
sessions in Hartcliffe, to give young women an environment they feel 
confident and comfortable exercising in. 
 

8. Sport England are also launching a new funding stream on 4th 
December 2014, called Get Healthy, Get Active.  The team have had 
initial discussions with StreetGames and are looking at a potential 
project for this funding stream, aimed at providing a Food and Family 
Fun programme.  The intention is to deliver a package of initiatives from 
food growing, healthy food preparation and fun physical activity for the 
whole family, across all ages.  Our invaluable parks and open spaces 
would provide ideal locations for a range of sessions throughout the 
city. 
 
 

Legal and Resource Implications 
 
Not applicable. 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985 
Background Papers: 
 
None. 
 
 

 




